Ultrasonographic evaluation of small cervical lymph nodes in head and neck cancer.
To establish sonographic criteria for differentiating metastasis and nonmetastasis in small cervical lymph nodes, correlations between sonographic parameters and histological diagnosis were statistically examined in 117 lymph nodes with maximal diameter of up to 10 mm in the sonographic findings, consisting of 26 metastatic and 91 nonmetastatic nodes. The equations obtained with logistic regression analysis showed lambda predictive values of -1.5 and 0.5 as effective cutoff-point criteria, and were considered to be a reliable indicator for differentiating small nodes with predictive values outside of -1.5 < lambda < 0.5. The sensitivity, specificity and accuracy with predictive values outside of -1.5 < lambda < 0.5 were 83%, 97% and 95%, respectively.